THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
found she did not reap the usual reward ofher victories.
Caroline, though defeated, was unsubdued. Before a
week had passed, she was behaving more outrageously
than ever; and apparently unaware that she had ever
been to blame. During the first three or four years no
serious cause of quarrel arose between them. And for
the time being Lady Melbourne, followed by the rest
of her family, acted on her customary principle of
making the best of things. The Lambs treated Caroline
as a child, laughing at her vagaries when she was in a
good temper; when she was cross, ignoring them.
This was not, in her view, the way in which a heroine
had a right to be treated. She grew more discontented
than ever.
William did not annoy her in the same way. He at
least could be trusted to appreciate her. But even
William, she began to discover as time went on, was
not all she required. He was not distinguished enough
for one thing. The man, ofher choice must be admired
by all: William seemed quite happy to follow his
tastes unnoticed by anyone. Caroline heard people
say that he was never going to do anything; and
influenced as she always was by her company, she
began to think they must be right. This might not
have mattered if he had been completely satisfactory
in his relation to her. But he was not. The realist in
him made him incapable of playing up to her romantic
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